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We will be reading from the The Acts of the Apostles in the New 
Testament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
The book of Acts, as it is known, is primarily a history book showing
us events which occurred in the early church.
We will be reading the accounts of things which happened not long 
after the ascension of Jesus Christ into heaven.

Our lesson this morning is in The Acts of the Apostles chapter 5.
But we must first briefly review Acts ch. 3 and Acts ch. 4 in order to 
understand how we are brought to the events of Acts ch. 5.

In Acts 3:1-11 There is a lame man sitting at the Beautiful gate of the
temple in Jerusalem asking alms from those entering the temple.
This lame man was healed of his crippled condition by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, through the ministry Peter and John as 
those two apostles entered the temple that day.
The multitude of people visiting the temple gathered around the 
apostles and the healed man who had been lame, and marvelled at 
this miracle of healing.
Peter addressed the multitude and preached that the lame man was 
healed by the name of Jesus Christ.
Peter called on the people to repent when he said in Acts 3:19 



(Acts 3:19 [KJV])
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of 
the Lord;

He told them how Moses had written about Jesus as being the 
Prophet that God would raise up from among their brethren whom 
they were to hearken unto.
He told them how Samuel and the prophets of Israel foretold of 
these days.

In Acts 3:26 Peter further exhorted them by saying:
(Acts 3:26 [KJV])
Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless
you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.

In Acts ch. 4 the priests, the captain of the temple, and the 
Sadducees were grieved that Peter and John taught the people and 
preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.
So they took the two apostles into custody to be examined by the 
council the next day.

But Peter's preaching of Jesus had already taken effect and touched  
the hearts of many of the Jews because Acts 4:4 tells us:
(Acts 4:4 [KJV])
Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the 
number of the men was about five thousand.



In Acts ch. 4 the rulers of the people, the elders of Israel, the scribes,
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, and the entire Jewish council 
gathered together to question Peter and John regarding this miracle 
of healing.
Peter told them that the man who had been lame was healed by the 
name of Jesus Christ, whom they had crucified, but whom God had 
raised from the dead.
Peter told them:
(Acts 4:12 [KJV])
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

The Jewish council did not like that answer.
So they threatened Peter and John and commanded them not to teach
or preach in the name of Jesus.
To which Peter and John answered and said unto them:
(Acts 4:19 [KJV])
...Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye.
(Acts 4:20 [KJV])
For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.

That's genuine Christian witnessing.
Speaking the things which we have seen and heard concerning our 
Lord Jesus Christ and his power to save us from our sins.

In Acts 4:23-30 they reported back to the church and they prayed 
together.



We will pick up the narrative for our lesson beginning  in Acts 4:31.
(Acts 4:31 [KJV])
And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were 
assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and they spake the word of God with boldness.
(Acts 4:32 [KJV])
And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of 
one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he 
possessed was his own; but they had all things common.
(Acts 4:33 [KJV])
And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.
(Acts 4:34 [KJV])
Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of 
the things that were sold,
(Acts 4:35 [KJV])
And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made 
unto every man according as he had need.
(Acts 4:36 [KJV])
And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, 
being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the 
country of Cyprus,
(Acts 4:37 [KJV])
Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the 
apostles' feet.



Before we venture into Acts ch. 5 please notice something very 
important that we just read in Acts ch.4 .
Acts 4:23  And being let go, they went to their own company...
Acts 4:24  ...they lifted up their voice to God with one accord...
Acts 4:31  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where 
they were assembled together...
Acts 4:32  And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and one soul...

That is part of the genuine Christian experience.
Fellowshipping with other believers in Jesus Christ is the natural 
desire of those who are saved from their sins.
Notice again:
...their own company...
...one accord...
...assembled together...
...one heart and one soul...

The fellowship of the saints is not about what you can get out of it. 
It's about what you can bring into it:
...your charity for others,
...your concern for others,
...your help for others,
...your prayers for others.
Fellowshipping with the church is about what you can do for others, 
not what others can do for you.



Let's also address something in Acts 4:32 where the scripture says:
(Acts 4:32 [KJV])
And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of 
one soul: neither said any   of them   that ought of the things which 
he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.
(Acts 4:33 [KJV])
And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.
(Acts 4:34 [KJV])
Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as 
were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the 
prices of the things that were sold,
(Acts 4:35 [KJV])
And laid   them   down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was 
made unto every man according as he had need.

It must be noted that this socialistic practice is something which the 
believers in Jerusalem did of their own accord, voluntarily.
This was never commanded of God.
It was a temporary practice and it soon passed away.
In the New Testament epistles Christians are commanded to work to 
support their own households.
However, here in the early church, without a specific commandment
from God, these believers imposed this practice upon themselves.
They probably did it with good intentions.
But we read in Romans 15:26 where Paul wrote of how the 
Christians in Macedonia and Achaia sent financial relief to what he 
called “the poor saints in Jerusalem”  when, later on,  there was a 
dearth, that is, a famine,  throughout the land.



This practice of having all things common did not help the chuirch 
in a time of national distress because they ended up being financially
poor and needing help from other churches.
If this was a vow, made to God, that they pledged to uphold, then it 
helps us to understand what we are about to read in Acts ch. 5.
Because in Ecclesiastes 5:4-5 the holy scripture says:
When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath 
no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.
Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow
and not pay.

Which brings us to Acts ch. 5.
Acts 5:1-11
(Acts 5:1 [KJV])
But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a 
possession,
(Acts 5:2 [KJV])
And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and 
brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' feet.
(Acts 5:3 [KJV])
But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to 
the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?
(Acts 5:4 [KJV])
Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was 
it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in 
thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.



Here is a husband and his wife conspiring to lie to the church.
If they had vowed to sell their property and give the price of it to the
apostles for the work of the ministry then God would expect them to
fulfill that vow.
But the sin that the Holy Ghost is addressing here is the sin of lying.
Telling lies is an extremely destructive practice.
And yet, it's such an easy sin for us to commit.

In Proverbs 12:22 the Holy Spirit wrote:
Lying lips are abomination to the LORD...

Abomination means that something is completely unacceptable and 
detestable in the sight of God.
That which is an abomination is something which God absolutely 
cannot tolerate.
So much so that God places lying in a long list with other sins that 
you and I would probably never think of committing.
But it would be good for us see what other sins that God also calls 
abomination that He equates with telling a lie so we can appreciate 
the magnitude of this sin in Acts ch.5 .
Here are just a few;

1. They that are of a froward heart are abomination to the LORD. 
Prov 11:20
(Froward refers to someone who is habitually given over to 
disobedience and opposition).
2. A proud look. Prov 6:17
3. A lying tongue. Prov 6:17
4. Hands that shed innocent blood. Prov 6:17
5. An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations. Prov 6:18



6. Feet that be swift in running to mischief, Prov 6:18
7. A false witness that speaketh lies. Prov 6:19
8. He that soweth discord among brethren. Prov 6:19
9. Wickedness Prov 8:7
10. A false balance Prov 11:1
(Nobody likes to be cheated in business).
11. The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD. 
Prov 15:8
(Wicked people will offer spiritual sacrifices to the Lord of prayer 
and praise and church attendance and giving financial gifts while 
still engaging in their wickedness. That's an abomination to God).
12. The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the LORD. Prov 
15:9
13. The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD.
Prov 15:26
14. Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD. 
Prov 16:5
15. He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, 
even they both are abomination to the LORD. Prov 17:15
(Have you seen what's been going on in the news media and in the 
court systems around the world lately?
Sympathy for murderers and rapists.
Prosecution, fines, and jail terms for public street preachers?)
16. The scorner is an abomination to men. Prov 24:9
17. He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his 
prayer shall be abomination. Prov 28:9
(If you reject the word of  God, God will not hear your prayer).
18. An unjust man is an abomination to the just. Prov 29:27
19. Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is 
abomination. Lev 18:22
(God doesn't call it “gay”. God calls it abomination.)



20. The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, 
neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are 
abomination unto the LORD thy God. Deut 22:5
(The world calls it cross-dressing; God calls it abomination).
21. A man who defiles his neighbor's wife. Ezek 22:11
22. A man who defiles his daughter-in-law. Ezek 22:11
23. A man who defiles his sister, his father's daughter. Ezek 22:11
24. Human sacrifice. Jer 32:35
25. Graven images, idols, statues, holy pictures, etc.. Deut 27:15
26. The gods and idols that other men worship. 2Kings 23:13
(In ancient times it was Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians, 
Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, 
Milcom the abomination of the children of Ammon,
In the present day it's Allah the abomination of the Muslims, 
Mary the abomination of the Catholics, 
Buddha the abomination of the Asians.
Sports idols, the abomination of the Americans.
Movie stars, the abomination of the Americans.
Singers and entertainers, the abomination of the Americans,
Money, the abomination of the covetous.
Power, the abomination of politicians.
Self, the abomination of every human being.
Present day humanism makes man to be his own god.
Does it sound harsh to point out the false gods of this age?
Thus saith the Lord:
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Ex 20:3

That's twenty six things in the Holy Bible that God puts in the same 
category as telling a lie and every one of them He regards as an 
abomination; a detestable thing.



And that's only a partial list.
Now why does God take such a hard line against lying?

(Acts 5:3 [KJV])
But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to 
the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?
(Acts 5:4 [KJV])
Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was 
it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in 
thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

When you lie to a member of the body of Christ you are lying 
directly in God's face because every believer in Christ Jesus is filled 
with the Holy Spirit of God according to Ephesians 1:13.
When Ananias and his wife lied to Peter they lied to a man who was 
filled with the Holy Ghost according Acts 4:8.
And when Ananias lied to the Holy Ghost in Acts 5:3 Peter said in 
Acts 5:4 that he lied to God.

Now, bearing in mind that partial list of twenty six things that God 
equates with lying let's look at how God responded when two 
members of His church lied in His face.

(Acts 5:5 [KJV])
And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: 
and great fear came on all them that heard these things.
(Acts 5:6 [KJV])
And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and 
buried him.



(Acts 5:7 [KJV])
And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not 
knowing what was done, came in.
(Acts 5:8 [KJV])
And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for 
so much? And she said, Yea, for so much.
(Acts 5:9 [KJV])
Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to 
tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have 
buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out.
(Acts 5:10 [KJV])
Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: 
and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her 
forth, buried her by her husband.

In verse 3 Peter asked Ananias: 
“...why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost...?”

Please turn to John 8:44.
In John 8:44 Jesus told the Pharisees who opposed Him...
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will 
do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

Satan is the father of lies.
Peter is not suggesting that Satan was able to fill Ananias' heart 
against his will and force him to lie.
Peter is asking Ananias: “Why did you yield to the devil's 
temptation to tell a lie?”.



Peter asked Sapphira:
How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the 
Lord? 

In Luke 4:4 Jesus, being full of the Holy Ghost, was tempted of the 
devil forty days in the wilderness.
And in Luke 4:12 Jesus' final response to the devil was:
“Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God”.

Ananias and Sapphira lied to God, as Satan is a liar.
Ananias and Sapphira tempted God to believe their lie, as Satan 
tempted Jesus in the wilderness.
Ananias and Sapphira engaged in Satanic behaviour.
Satanic behaviour is not about wearing black clothing, and black 
lipstick, and black nail polish, and heavy metal music.
We can very easily engage in Satanic behaviour if we lie to one 
another and thus tempt the Lord.
That's why we are commanded in Colossians 3:9:
Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with 
his deeds;



Now, let's look at another aspect of this account.

In Acts 4:36-37 we read about Joses...
...who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being 
interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of 
Cyprus,

(Acts 4:37 [KJV])
Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the 
apostles' feet.

Here is a man whose very name speaks of one who consoles and 
comforts other people.
His Christian testimony and his devotion to Christ must have been 
quite evident for the apostles to name him Barnabas, the son of 
consolation.
He did not withhold part of his gift.
He gave all of it.
This man was fully consecrated to Christ and wholly devoted the 
ministry of the gospel.

Contrast Ananias and Sapphira with Barnabas and what do we see?
Ananias and Sapphira were of a covetous spirit.
They withheld part of the price of the land for themselves.
They conspired to deceive the church.
They lied to the church openly.
And while it could be argued that they at least gave some part of the 
money they acquired for their land, this only argues for partial 
consecration to God and halfhearted devotion to the Lord.
Please turn to Revelation 3:15-16.



In Revelation 3:15-16 the Lord Jesus told  the church
(Rev 3:15 [KJV])
I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou 
wert cold or hot.
(Rev 3:16 [KJV])
So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
spue thee out of my mouth.

Do you understand what Jesus is saying?
In Revelation 3 Christ is addressing His church.
We cannot have one foot in Christ and one foot in the world.
Lukewarm Christianity makes God sick!
And His reaction to the partial devotion of many Christians today is 
to vomit them out of His mouth like He did with Ananias and 
Sapphira.
Jesus Christ was not partially dedicated to doing the will of His 
Father.
In John 8:29 He said...
I do always those things that please him.
Not sometimes, but always.
Full devotion to God.  
Complete consecration to the Father.
Complete obedience to the word of the Lord.

In 1John 1:7 the blood of Jesus Christ doesn't cleanse us from some 
of our sins but from all of our sins.



In the garden of Gethsemane when Jesus prayed, being in an agony, 
and His sweat was as it were “great drops of blood”, He didn't get 
up and go home after shedding a few drops of blood.
He went on to the cross where He would shed ALL of His blood to 
pay for ALL of our sins.
And so He is deserving of all of our love and all of our devotion and
one hundred percent of our obedience to his word and to completely 
consecrate ourselves unto our Redeemer.
Partial obedience to the word of God is no obedience to the word of 
God.

An example of this is found in 1Samuel 15.
Please turn there (1Samuel 15).
God told King Saul to exterminate the Amalekites and all of their 
domesticated livestock because the Amalekites attacked the children
of Israel in the wilderness after they were delivered from their 
bondage in Egypt.
King Saul killed the Amalekites but spared Agag, their king, and the 
people killed some of their animals but kept the best ones to be  
sacrifices to the Lord.
But that's not what God told them to do.
Their partial obedience was regarded by God as full disobedience.
And as a result King Saul was told in 1Samuel 15:23
For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the 
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.
If I'm only going to give God halfhearted devotion and partial 
obedience to His word, like Ananias and Sapphira, look at how He 
regards that in 1 Samuel 15:23...



-rebellion
-sin
-witchcraft
-stubbornness
-iniquity
-idolatry
-rejection of God's word
-the end result being God's rejection of my lukewarm service.

 That is God's perspective on Christians, not unbelievers, but 
Christians who refuse to give God all of their devotion and who 
refuse to consecrate themselves completely to Him, like Ananias and
Sapphira.

Now, let's consider one last aspect of this account.

It should be remembered that Ananias and Sapphira were Christians;
members of the body of Christ.
That fact did not exempt them from God's punishment when they 
sinned against Him.
Neither will it exempt us from God's punishment if we sin against 
Him.
Hebrews 12:6 says:
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth.



In Rev 3:19 Jesus said to His church:
As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and 
repent.

The early church did not have a completed New Testament.
But now that the entire canon of holy scripture is complete, God has 
provided us with written instructions in how to deal with sin in the 
church.

(Acts 5:5 [KJV])
And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: 
and great fear came on all them that heard these things.

(Acts 5:11 [KJV])
And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard
these things.

A healthy fear of the Lord will go a long way in keeping us from 
sinning.

In Acts 5:5 after God killed Ananias it seems that only those outside 
of the church experienced great fear upon hearing of his death.
But in Acts 5:11, after God killed both Ananias and his wife, now it 
appears that great fear came upon those inside the church as well as 
those outside of the church.



The Holy Bible has much to say about the benefits of fearing the 
Lord.
Here are just a few of them:

-The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge. Prov 1:7
-The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom. Prov 9:10
-The fear of the LORD prolongeth days. Prov 10:27
-In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence. Prov 14:26
-The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life. Prov 14:27
-The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom. Prov 15:33
-...by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil. Prov 16:6
-The fear of the LORD tendeth to life. Prov 19:23
-By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and 
life. Prov 22:4
-The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever. Ps 19:9

In the book of Job ch. 41 we are given a description of leviathan.
We know from verse 34, the last verse of that chapter that the holy 
scripture is describing the devil:
(Job 41:34 [KJV])
He beholdeth all high things: he   is   a king over all the children of 
pride.
That king over all the children of pride is Satan.

But in Job 41:33, the next to last verse, it says:
(Job 41:33 [KJV])
Upon earth there is not his like, who is made without fear.



Satan was made without fear.
Satan does not fear God.
Let us not emulate that Satanic mentality.
(Prov 23:17 [KJV])
... be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long.
(Prov 28:14 [KJV])
Happy is the man that feareth alway.

End


